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fatv  î^       M.  GÉVAËRT. 

M.  Gévaërt,  a  young  Bolgian  artist,,  hardly  yet  four, 
and-twcnty,  bas  lately  made  liis  début  in  Paris  witih 
signal  success  as  a  compo>er.  The  circuinstances  of  hs 
lii'e  contain  sonie  interesting  particulais.  He  was  born, 
of  humble  parents,  in  a  little  village  a  few  leagues  from 
I  Ghent;  and  for  a  time,  like  them,  was  only  a  simple 
labourer  ;  but  as  he  early  evinced  a  dislike  to  the  occu- 
pation, they  endeavoured  to  find  sonie  other  pursuit  for 
him.  Stru'ck  with  the  music  he  had  heard  each  Sunday 
at  Church,  he  burned  to  discover  by  what  signs  thèse 
sounds  were  expressed  ;  and  sitting  down  upon  the  ground, 
traced  out  for  himself,  in  the  sand,  figures  which  should 
form  a  System  of  musical  language — intelligible  atleast  to 
him.  He  chanced  to  obtaiu  from  the  Sacristan  a  vocal 
score;  and  although  the  notes  were  at  firet  mere  hiero- 
glyphics  to  him — diffeiing  as  greatly  from  his  own,  as 
Hmdostanee  from  Freneh — yet  soon,  such  was  his  ardour, 
that  lie  mastered  the  notation  of  the  score.  Witbout 
assistance,  he  taught  himself  to  sol-fa  ;  and  an  old  book  of 
thorough-bass,  that  he  found  at  the  schoolmaster's,  initi- 
ated  him  into  the  principles  of  harmony.  His  first  compo- 
sition was  an  air  with  variations,  which  he  played  on  the 
organ  one  Easter  Sunday,  to  the  wondering  admiration  of 
the  \illagers.  He  composed,  still  without  any  help  from 
a  niaster,  a  Mass  for  3  voices,  several  Motetts,  a  Trio  for 
pianoforte,  violin,  and  violoncello,  and  other  wôrks,  which 
(toon  spread  his  famé  among  the  neighbouring  villages. 
Notliing  was  talked  of  but  the  musical  labourer;  and  his 
,  parents  were  urged  to  send  him  to  sonie  Conservatoire. 
But  they  entertained  a  horror  of  the  veiy  name  of  mu- 
6ician,  which  they  associatcd  with  that  of  strolliiig  fiddlcr. 
At  lengtli,  won  by  the  dazzliig  prédictions  of  an  old  village 
inusician,  M.  Gévaërt's  father  placcd  his  son  with  a  dis- 
tinguished  artist,  Mengal,  who  belongcd  to  the  Con- 
servatoire at  Ghen't.  He  had  not  becn  there  long,  when 
he  gained  the  prize  for  harmony  :  in  the  following  ycar, 
that  for  counterpoiut  :  and  in  1817,  the  Conservatoire  at 
Brussels  awarded  him  the  prize  which  entitled  him  to  visit 
Rome.  His  family,  dreading  the  dangers  of  a  voyage  to 
ltaly,  pleaded  for  a  delay  of  two  years.  During  this  interval, 
an  Opéra  of  his  in  three  acts  (Hughes  de  Zonnerghcm)  was 
performed  at  the  Ghent  théâtre  ;  and  shortly  after,  a  comie 
Opéra  in  one  act,  called  "  La  Comédie  à  la  ville."  In  1849, 
the  period  of  his  delny  being  expired,  he  went  to  Paris  ; 
and  having  sta}-ed  there  some  months,  visited  ltaly,  France, 
Germany,  and  Spain,  at  the  expense  of  the  Belgian  govern- 
ment.  He  returned  to  Ghent  in  1852  ;  and  having  6pent 
some  time  with  his  parents,  last  winter  returned  to  Paris, 
where  he  was  warmly  received  by  his  friends,  who  intro- 
duced  him  to  SI.  Penin  and  M.  Seveste.  A  countryman 
of  M.  Gévaërt's,  the  distinguished  librettiste,  Gustave 
Vaëza,  wrote  a  comie  opéra  for  him  to  set,  "  Georgette," 
the  pièce  which  bas  rcccntly  been  produced  with  such 
niarkcd  success  at  the  Théâtre  Lyrique. 


Georgette  ou  le  Moulin  de  Fontenoy  :  1  a.;  Wâôz; 
Gévaërt.  —  28  novembre.  /tn  U-fir*V** 

a       Premier  essai  dramatique  de  M.  Gevaërt,  qui,  depuis,  a  parcouru  une  _ 
A/    grande  partie  de  sa  carrière  à  Paris  (Quentin  Dumard.  le  Capitaine  Ben-  1 
riot,  etc.),  et  est  allé  la  terminer  à  Bruxelles  où  il  occupe  actuellement  \ 
'  -À\  le  poste  de  directeur  du  Conservatoire. 
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